Tamarac High School Band Grading Policy 2011-2012

Mr. Calistri, Band Director   279-4600 x 1453 (voicemail)

jcalistri@brittonkill.k12.ny.us

http://www.brittonkill.k12.ny.us/music/calistri.htm

Welcome to Band!

Our high school band is an academic course, not an extracurricular activity. Students are earning academic credit (just like English or Math) and must be graded accordingly.

Concerts:  A number grade will be given for attendance and participation at concerts.  This will include cooperation and audience etiquette when watching the other groups.  50% will be taken off the grade if there are ANY problems during the concert with cell phones, talking, distractions, etc.  

Assignments:  There are occasional assignments such as getting forms signed, occasional mandatory practice assignments, numbering measures in band music, and listening exercises that occur throughout the year.  

Band Rehearsal:  2 grades will be given – one for each half of the quarter.  This is based on everyday rehearsal performance

· Appropriate rehearsal etiquette – staying on task, posture, good attention, no gum chewing, NO CELL PHONES…

· Preparedness – individual practice so that you are “pulling your weight” in the band!

· Self-discipline – socializing, playing out of turn, other distracting actions

· Tardiness – students need to be in their seats ready to play on time. 

Concert Attendance – it is expected in performing classes like band that there will be commitments (performances) that occur outside of the school day.  There will be 2 evening band concerts this year:  

12/19 (HS Winter Concert) and 5/14 (HS Spring Concert) both starting at 7:00 PM.   All high school band students are also required to play for graduation on June 24 (6:30 call). 

Concert dress is always black pants, black shoes, and white shirts.  Concert dress is to be conservative and standardized.  Exposed midriffs, low cut necklines, and “flip-flop” sandals or sneakers are all inappropriate.  

Lessons:  There will be a number grade for each lesson, and each lesson will have a performance assessment. 


Weekly small-group lessons are part of your commitment to this class.  They are not optional.  They are a vital part of your music education and a course requirement.  Lesson groups are organized by instrument and ability, so the instrument-specific education really happens in this small-group setting.  The THS Course Guide clearly states the lesson requirement as part of the course schedule – band every day and a lesson once per week.  Lesson studies will include etudes, solos, scales, small ensemble pieces, and listening.  Students who take private lessons may be excused from school lessons.  Lessons rotate through different periods and will always be on the same day of the week.   Weekly lesson grades are based on attendance, preparedness, and performance.  If there is a performance etude assigned for the week, that must be made up by the end of the quarter.

Lessons will be graded in the following manner:

9-10
Well-prepared, very few mistakes, student was on task

7-8
Several mistakes, needed more practice, student was not entirely on task

5-6
Student was present but was clearly not prepared or rehearsed.  

Lesson Attendance will be managed as follows:

If you miss a band lesson because you have a lab, test, presentation, or other unavoidable specific duty in your class and cannot make your scheduled lesson, communicate with me ahead of time (you have your lesson schedule for the entire semester – you should be communicating with your classroom teachers also).  You may make it up for full credit by the end of the quarter during study hall time, lunch, or by appointment.  Unexcused absences will be averaged in as a “0.”  The performance etudes must be completed by the end of the quarter.

CONCERT ATTENDANCE

Attendance at all performances is MANDATORY!  Participation in concerts/performances is an integral part of the band/choral experience, similar to lab classes in the science areas.  Students will be excused from performances for sickness or in extenuating circumstances with prior notification.  Emergencies will be dealt with as necessary.   These students will make up their absence by performing their music and completing a written assignment.  Students/parents are expected to notify the music directors as early as possible regarding potential conflicts.  




Coda   

Anyone may receive extra credit by completing additional performances during the quarter as a solo or in a small ensemble (inside or outside of school).  Students must submit requests for extra credit performances in writing.

Let’s have a great year!  Remember that your attitude affects the entire band.  Each individual needs to be cooperative, positive, respectful, and prepared every day.  Your participation in extra performances such as the Great East Festival may be affected if you choose to disregard these expectations.  The Tamarac High School Band is an award-winning ensemble that is respected by the school and community – let's keep raising the bar and making great music together!  

Please visit the HS Band webpage for additional information.  The page is updated often, and all documents (course guide, calendar, permission slips), concert audio files, and jokes can be found there! 

The THS Music website is http://www.brittonkill.k12.ny.us/music/index.htm



Remember – instruments are left in the band room AT YOUR OWN RISK.  

See Mr. Calistri if you would like a combination lock for your band locker

TAMARAC HIGH SCHOOL MUSIC DEPARTMENT

LETTER OF UNDERSTANDING

I have read and understand the Tamarac High School Music Department Schedule and the Grading/Evaluation information, as applicable.

Student________________________________________________
Grade____________

(Please print.)

Student signature________________________________________

Date_____________

Parent/Guardian________________________________________________________________

(Please print.)

Par./Guard. Signature____________________________________

Date_____________

Phone numbers: 
Home _____________________________




Work _____________________________
Cell _____________________________

Parent E-mail
   _________________________________________________

Student E-mail   _________________________________________________

Parent / guardian will be willing to chaperone / help if needed:  

--------------------------------------------Fill out in class--------------------------------------------

Instrument:  ___________________   Brand:  _____________________
Model:  _______________







Serial #:  ___________________________________

